Lesson 5: Women’s Suffrage in the West 
A. Organizing Question: Why did women first get suffrage in the west rather than in other sections of the country?      
B. Lesson Objectives:
· Students will be able to describe women’s political rights in the early republic.
· Students will compare and contrast the Declaration of Independence and the Declaration of Sentiments.
· Students will analyze arguments for and against women’s suffrage 
C. Historical Background and Context: 
Despite the efforts of suffragettes like Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Carrie Chapman Catt the right to vote in federal elections remained an elusive goal. However, in the West women had more success. Beginning in Wyoming territory in 1869 women had secured the right to vote, other western states were soon to follow including Colorado and Utah. This lesson will require students to consider why women secured the right to vote before women in other regions. 

D. Activities  (2 days)
Day One 

The Early Suffragist Movement

1. Group Discussion
Distribute the lyrics and play the recording “Daughters of Freedom” (Document 5.A) Ask students for what purpose was the song was written and performed, who would have heard this song, where would it have been preformed? 

2. Group Discussion 
Ask the class to describe women’s political rights at the time of the American Revolution. Could they vote or hold an office? Why not? When did women get more political rights and how did they get them? Explain that the movement for women’s political and social rights began in 1848 at the Seneca Falls convention. 

2. Individual Work 
Students will read a section of the Declaration of Independence (Document 5.B) and the Declaration of Sentiments (Document 5.C) Have students compare and contrast the two documents. What rights does the Declaration of Independence promulgate? What are some of the abuses of power directed at the King of England? What rights does the Declaration of Sentiments declare? What are some of the charges directed toward men? Why do you suppose Elizabeth Cady Stanton chose the Declaration of Independence from which to model her declaration? 

3. Group Work
Divide students into small groups and distribute the following documents to each group: Are Women People? (Document 5.D)   An Appeal to the Women of the United States By The National Woman Suffrage and Educational Committee (Document 5.E) Election Day (Document 5.F) Votes for Women Broadside. Women's Political Union (Document 5.G) One Hundred Years Toward Suffrage: An Overview (Document 5.H) Using the above documents have groups create a speech of between one to two pages arguing why women should be able to vote. Speeches should reference the documents and reflect understanding of the key concepts. Groups will also consider counter arguments to their proposals. 

4. Class Discussion   
Which arguments seem the most convincing and why? How do you suppose citizens counter argued the points made?

5. Homework
Write a one page reflection paper concerning the speeches given in class. Ask students to consider the weight of the arguments as well as the rebuttals against them. If the students could ask one question of a suffragette like Susan B. Anthony what would it be?

Day Two    

Suffrage in the West

5. Class Discussion
Explain to students that despite the work of noted suffragettes like Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Carrie Chapman Catt, voting rights for women were elusive. This was not the case in the west, however. Beginning in 1869 in Wyoming Territory, women secured their right to vote. Other western states would soon grant suffrage to women such as a Colorado and Wyoming. Ask students to consider possible explanations as to why women were denied their right to vote in the north and south but could vote in the west. Display the following documents Votes for Women a Success North America Proves It (Document 5.I) and The Awakening (Document 5.J)  

6. Group Work  
Working in small groups of two to three students distribute one western state fact card (Documents 5.K-5.Q ) to each group. Using the fact card, as well as internet and book sources have students prepare a short (10-15 slide) PowerPoint presentation describing the following points 
	-When women received suffrage.
	-Provide a brief history of the suffrage movement in that state to include 		 	  milestone dates.
	-Describe significant suffragettes from that state. 
7. Group Discussion
What were some similarities in the experiences of western suffragettes? How do you think eastern men and women saw western women? In your opinion did the western experience played a role in the acquisition of suffrage for women? 
8. Final Project  
Using the free website creation site www.weebely.com students working either individually or in groups will create a website that features the following topics  
-Women on the overland trail
-Women in the west to include the sharecropping experience 
-Women’s suffrage in the west. 
Each of the above categories should have its own page complete with links to outside information, as well as feature primary sources such as letters, diary entries, and photographs. Websites will be evaluated with the accompanying website rubric.       

   

	    


	



	Web Site Design : Westering Women






	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Content 
	The site has a well-stated clear purpose and theme that is carried out throughout the site. Site discusses women's challenges, homesteading and political rights 
	The site has a clearly stated purpose and theme, but may have one or two elements that do not seem to be related to it. Site discusses women's challenges, homesteading and political rights may be missing one of the elements. 
	The purpose and theme of the site is somewhat muddy or vague. Site discusses women's challenges, homesteading and political rights may be missing two or more elements. 
	The site lacks a purpose and theme. 

	Graphics 
	Graphics are related to the theme/purpose of the site, are thoughtfully cropped, are of high quality and enhance reader interest or understanding. 
	Graphics are related to the theme/purpose of the site, are of good quality and enhance reader interest or understanding. 
	Graphics are related to the theme/purpose of the site, and are of good quality. 
	Graphics seem randomly chosen, are of low quality, OR distract the reader. 

	Spelling and Grammar 
	There are no errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar in the final draft of the Web site. 
	There are 1-3 errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar in the final draft of the Web site. 
	There are 4-5 errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar in the final draft of the Web site. 
	There are more than 5 errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar in the final draft of the Web site. 

	Learning of Material 
	The student has an exceptional understanding of the material included in the site and where to find additional information. Can easily answer questions about the content and procedures used to make the web site. 
	The student has a good understanding of the material included in the site. Can easily answer questions about the content and procedures used to make the web site. 
	The student has a fair understanding of the material included in the site. Can easily answer most questions about the content and procedures used to make the web site. 
	Student did not appear to learn much from this project. Cannot answer most questions about the content and the procedures used to make the web site. 



Resources 

Document 5.A
“Daughters of Freedom the Ballot be Yours” Library of Congress. Web. March 20 2010.  http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/smhtml/audiodir.html#7102334

Document 5.B 
“Declaration of Independence” National Archives and Records Administration. Web. March 14, 2010 http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration_transcript.html
	Document 5.C 
	“Declaration of Sentiment” Rutgers University. Web. 14 March 2010 
	 http://ecssba.rutgers.edu/docs/seneca.html
	Document 5.D 
	“Are Women People?” Library of Congress. Web. 21, March 2010
	http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-	bin/query/r?ammem/naw:@field(DOCID+@lit(rbnawsan3348div6))
	Document 5.E
	 “An Appeal to the Women of the United States BY THE National Woman Suffrage and 	Educational Committee” Library of Congress. Web. March 20, 2010.  	http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/99/suffrage/appeal.html
	Document 5.F
	“Election Day” Library of Congress. Web. 21 March, 2010 
	http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-	bin/query/i?ammem/suffrg:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3a51845)):displayType=1:m	856sd=cph:m856sf=3a5184
	Document 5.G
	“Votes for Women Broadside. Women's Political Union” Library of Congress. Web. 21 	March 2010. http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-	bin/ampage?collId=rbcmil&fileName=scrp7003401/rbcmilscrp7003401.db&recNum=0
	Document 5.H
	“One Hundred Years Toward Suffrage: An Overview” Library of Congress. Web. 14, 	March 2010. http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/naw/nawstime.html
	Document 5.I 
	“Votes for Women a Success North America Proves It” Library of Congress. Web. 24 	March 	2010. http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-	bin/query/i?pp/ils:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3b49106))+@field(COLLID+	cph)):displayType=1:m856sd=cph:m856sf
	Document 5.J
	“The Awakening” Library of Congress . Web. 23 March 24, 2010  	http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-	bin/query/r?ammem/awhbib:@field(NUMBER+@od1(ppmsca+02887))
	Document 5.K
	“California: Women Work For Wages, Votes and Visibility” Women of the West 	Museum. Web. 24 March, 2010. 	http://theautry.org/explore/exhibits/suffrage/suffrage_ca.html
	Document 5.L
	“Colorado: Populism, Panic and Persistence” Women of the West Museum. Web. 24 	March 2010. http://theautry.org/explore/exhibits/suffrage/suffrage_co.html
	Document 5.M   
	“Wyoming: The Equality State” Women of the West Museum. Web. 24 March 2010.
	http://theautry.org/explore/exhibits/suffrage/suffrage_wy.html
	Document 5.N
	“Utah: Women in Church, Marriage and politics” Women of the West Museum. Web. 24 	March 2010. http://theautry.org/explore/exhibits/suffrage/suffrage_ut.html
	Document 5.O  
	“Oregon: Tenacious Standard Bearer: Abigail Scott Duniway” Women of the West 	Museum. Web. 24 March 2010. 	http://theautry.org/explore/exhibits/suffrage/suffrage_or.html
	Document 5.P
	“Washington: Crusade in the Northwest” Women of the West Museum. Web. 24 March 	2010. http://theautry.org/explore/exhibits/suffrage/suffrage_wa.html
	Document 5.Q
	“Kansas: The Third Time is a Charm” Women of the West Museum. Web. 24 March 	2010. http://theautry.org/explore/exhibits/suffrage/suffrage_ks.html
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