Lesson 2 
Lesson II 

Lesson 2: The African American Exodus
A. Organizing Question: Where African Americans successful building community in the west?    
B. Lesson Objectives:
· Students will be able to describe what a metaphor is.  
· Students will be able to explain the arguments made by African American civil rights leaders like Frederick Douglas for not wanting African Americans to leave the south.  
· Students will be able evaluate the pros and cons of colonizing Africa and the western United States.  
· Students will be able to describe how African Americans migrated to Kansas.
· Students will evaluate whether or not the Exodusters were successful.   

C. Historical Background:
While the American Civil War did effectively end slavery as an institution it did not lesson racial prejudice across the nation and especially in the south. The 13th 14th and 15th amendments to the Constitution were put into place to advance the rights of freedmen, but despite the legal changes African Americans endured intense racism and discrimination. Economically African Americans tried to make ends meet under sharecropping and crop lien systems. Together poor black farmers were reduced to almost slave-like conditions with little real hope of getting out of their perpetual indebtedness to property owners. Black codes were instituted to further subjugate African Americans while literacy tests and other discriminatory methods kept Blacks from the polls. Many African Americans realized that as a result of white redemption racism in the south would not end anytime soon, many would leave the south looking for a place free of Jim Crow. Many looked to their ancestral homeland of Africa while others considered the northern section of the United States. Many, however, went west. Kansas seemed an attractive location as it offered homesteading opportunities for Blacks. In 1879 African American entrepreneur Benjamin “Pap” Singleton  began advertising for his colonies in Kansas, the most well known being Nicodemus.                   
D. Activities  (2 Days) 
Day One 
	What is an Exoduster? 
	1. Class Discussion 
	Ask the class what the word exodus means. Have them give examples of exoduses from 	history. Provide background of the Jewish enslavement in Egypt and the Biblical account 	of Moses freeing the Jews as described in the Old Testament. Ask students why this story 	would have profound meaning for enslaved African Americans?
	2. Individual Work 
	Play the song “Go Down Moses” (Audio Recording 2.A) Provide the students with the 	lyrics. (Document 2.B) Explain that the biblical passage was a metaphor for the hopes 	and aspirations of African Americans in bondage and as well as the newly emancipated. 	How do you think white people would react to African Americans singing this song? 	Who did African Americans think Moses was a metaphor of ? The Pharaoh?       
	3. Group Work   
	Working in small groups Ask students what options African Americans in the south had 	in terms of leaving the south? Explain that the American Colonization Society founded in 	1817 was an organization that sought to colonize African Americans to Africa in the 	belief that they they would never be able to assimilate into white culture and be 	afforded proper treatment. Provide each group of students the following documents “A 	View of Exertions Lately Made for the Purposes of 	Colonizing the Free People of 	Colour, in the United States, in Africa, or Elsewhere” (Document 2.C) Excerpt from 	Frederick Douglass’s The life and times of Frederick Douglass: his earlylife as a slave, 	his escape from bondage, and his complete history (Document 2. D) "Table of Emigrants	 	Settled in Liberia by the American Colonization Society," (Document 2.E) “Life 	Membership Certificate for American Colonization 	Society” (Document 2.F) Transcript 	of the Homestead Act (Document 2.G) What were the goals of the American 	Colonization Society? From which parts of the country did the largest number of African 	American emigrate? What were some of the draw backs in regards to colonization? How 	was colonization to be funded? Why did some African American civil rights leaders 	believe colonization was not in the best interest of African Americans? Where else might 	African Americans go?    
	
	Day Two 
	Ho For Kansas! 
	1. Group work 
	Divide the class into groups of four. Give each group the Kansas broadside 	advertisements. (Documents 2.H, 2.I, 2.J & 2.K) Have each group answer the following 	questions concerning the documents.
		1. What kind of documents are these?
		2. Who created them and for what purpose?
		3. When and where were the documents created?
		4. According to the documents, describe Nicodemus
		5. What is special about Nicodemus? 
		6. Who founded Nicodemus?	
		7. What is the song “Nicodemus” about?
		8. Why does Kansas have special significance for former slaves? 
		9.Do you think these are effective advertisements? Why or why not?  
		10. If you could talk with the creator of the documents come up with three 				questions you would ask them.
	2. Class Discussion  
		Display the image of Benjamin “Pap” Singleton (Document 2.L) Provide a 			summary of Singleton’s life and accomplishments. A brief biography can be 			found at  http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/people/s_z/singleton.htm biography 			can either be projected, or turned into class handouts. 
		1. How would you describe “Pap” Singleton?
		2. How he is dressed.
		3. Where do you think this photograph was taken?
	3. Group Work   
	Distribute “Testimony of Benjamin Singleton” (Document 2.M) Explain that southern 	legislators were alarmed by the number of African Americans leaving the south. Despite 	the end of slavery, African Americans provided a significant amount of labor and their 	departure alarmed those in power. Have students read the document. Have students 	interpret the document using the SOAPS analysis form. Workings in small groups have 	students complete the graphic organizer. Students can present their responses using 	butcher paper, or by creating a PowerPoint slide show.             
	 
	Singleton’s motivation to colonization Kansas  



  
	

	Was the colony successful?




	

	Who was responsible for promoting settlement in Kansas? Why is this significant?



	

	What is the tone of singleton’s testimony? 





	



	4. Class Discussion  
	Display the following images of Exodusters (Documents 2.N, 2.O & 2.P) How would 	you describe the Exodusters? What did they take with them? What were the main modes 	of transportation to Kansas? What were some of the difficulties of the exodus? How do 	you think the Exodusters were treated while on route to Kansas?   
 	5. Homework 
	Using the Read Write Think website have students create their own broadsides 	advertisement urging African Americans to relocate to Kansas. 
	 http://interactives.mped.org/view_interactive.aspx?id=110&title=
	Day Three 
	Nicodemus 
	1. Individual Work 
	Students will analyze (Documents 2.Q- 2.X) by answering the following document 	questions: 
	Document 2.Q  “Governor John Pierce St. John to Rev. Henry Smith.”
	What is the main concern regarding Black immigration into Kansas?
	Were Blacks treated equally, in what ways?
	Document 2.R “About Nicodemus.”
	How many people lived in Nicodemus? 
	How does the paper describe the Exodusters? 
	Describe the shelters they lived in.
	Why do some not want to give the Exodusters aide? 
	
	Document 2.S “Plan of Nicodemus, 1877-1890.”
	How would describe the Nicodemus town site plan?
	What can you deduce about Nicodemus from the town site plan?
	Document 2.T “Harper’s Weekly, Exoduster Illustrations.”
	What to the images reveal about life in Niceodemus?
	
	Document 2.U “Certificate of Incorporation For the Singleton Colony.”
	According to the certificate of incorporation, what was the purpose of the colony?
	Document 2.V “Nicodemus, Kansas.”
	What do the buildings reveal about businesses and life in Nicodemus?
	What else does the image reveal about Nicodemus?
	
	Document 2.W “A Family Posed in Front of Their House”
	Describe the family’s house, do you think they are comfortable?
	What evidence is there that supports the idea that the family has been successful? 
	Document 2.X “Andrew Atchinson to John P. St. John.”
	What were some of the success of Nicodemus?
	What were some of the challenges? 
	Using Documents 2.Q- 2.X and their knowledge of American history students will write 	an essay that either supports or refutes the following statement. The African American  	colony at Nicodemus was largely successful in regards to economic, political and 	educational development. Essay should include an introduction, body and conclusion 	in five 	paragraph format. 
	           	
 









	


	Day Four 
	
	Final Project
      
	Working in small groups, students will create a television commercial that urges newly 	freed African Americans to emmigrate to Kansas. T.V. commercial should use factual 	evidence and demonstrate an understanding of the unit. Commercial can be produced 	using a variety of computer software including Microsoft Moviemaker, Pinnacle, iMovie, 	and Final Cut Pro. If computers and or movie editing software are unavailable students 	can create storyboards depicting the commercial instead.       
	Minimum Project Criteria 
1. Commercial should include major historical figures, places and events as well as a use of persuasive language.   
1. Commercial may not be longer than one minute in length. Script should be between 1-1.5 double spaced pages.
1. Commercial must include quality images, editing to include transitions and background music.      

	Successful Videos Have…for a more elaborate discussion of these characteristics visit 	http://storycenter.org/cookbook.html
	A point of view 
	A dramatic question
	Emotional content 
	Economy 
	Pacing
	The gift of your voice
	An accompanying sound track 

	Project Time Line: 
· Form student groups  
· Write an initial script
· plan an accompanying storyboard
· discuss and revise the script
· sequence the images in the video editor
· add the narrative track
· add special effects and transitions 
· add a soundtrack 
· save documentary as a .wmv file 
	





	Assessment: Your project will be evaluated using the documentary rubric  

	Final Presentation: Each group will present their project to the class      
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