Lesson I 

Lesson 1: African Americans After the Civil War  
A. Organizing Question: Despite the new birth of freedom gained as a result of the Civil War, how were African Americans treated in regards to civil rights and economic opportunity?    

B. Lesson Objectives:
· Students  will be able to identify the 13th , 14th and 15th amendments to the Constitution.  
· Students will be able to describe how sharecropping, the crop lien system and Black Codes reinforced economic discrimination against African Americans.    
· Students will be able to describe ways in which African Americans were denied their civil rights after the Civil War including their right to vote.
· Students will be able to explain how terror was used against African Americans to reinforce the racial hierarchy in the South.      

C. Historical Background: 
	Despite the passage of the Civil War amendments (13th, 14th, & 15th) lives of African 	Americans in the south did not substantially improve. Southern white legislators enforced 	the racial status quo through the implementation of Black Codes, which severely limited 	African American civil rights. In addition, former slaves were often relegated to working 	as sharecroppers or to operate under the crop-lien system, making them economically 	dependent upon white property owners. Political rights were also denied as African 	Americans were prevented from participating in the electoral process through the use of 	poll taxes, literacy tests, and violence.                        

D. Activities (2 days)   

Day One 
	Constitutional Rights 
1. Individual Work 
Have students examine the 13th , 14th and 15th  amendments to the Constitution (Documents 1.A, 1.B, 1.C) using the document analysis worksheet (Document 1.D) 

2. Class Discussion
These amendments are collectively known as the Civil War amendments, what was the purpose of the amendments? Ask students if they think they were enforced in the South after the Civil War, why and why not?

3. Class Discussion
Handout copies or display Thomas Nast’s engraving “Emancipation.” (Document 1.E) What is the engraving illustrating? What are some specific examples of brutality under slavery? With emancipation what could African Americans hope to achieve?   
 
Economic Rights  

4. Small Group Work
Explain that despite being freed many former slaves had no choice but to work as share croppers. Have students read a sharecropping contract from Georgia dated January 9th, 1866. (Document 1.F) What was the plantation owner obliged to provide to the sharecroppers? How much were the sharecroppers paid? (note gender differences) What were the sharecropper’s obligations? Under what circumstances could a sharecropper be deducted pay? Was this system fair? 
  
5. Small Group Work 
Have students read crop lien from the state of South Carolina. (Document 1.G) and the Louisiana Black Codes. (Document 1.H) Groups will describe how white Southerners intended to re enslave African Americans after the Civil War.    

6. Homework 
Students will pretend that they are southern African American sharecroppers living in the 1870s. Write a one paragraph diary entry explaining why you are frustrated by the sharecropping system, be sure to include specific evidence from the day’s lesson.     

	Day Two 
	Political Rights    
7. Classroom Discussion 
Pass out or display the engraving “Emancipation” What is happing in the image? Describe the people in the picture and describe what they are doing. Who might the men be based on the way they are dressed? What is the overall tone of the engraving? Why was the right to vote so important to African Americans after the Civil War? What were some ways in which African American suffrage was denied?    

8. Individual Work 
Have students read excerpts from a letter written by African American activist Henry Adams to the United States Attorney General in regards to election fraud in Caddo Parish LA in 1878. (Document 1.K) Ask students how they would feel if their right to vote was infringed upon. Why is it important for Americans to be able to vote?     
	Human Rights  
9. Small Group Work
Have groups read the Federal Writers Project oral history interview with former slave Warren Mckinney (Document 1.L) and the newspaper article “Ku Klux Outrages” from the Cleveland Gazette, 1865. (Document 1.M) Have groups answer the following questions. What was it like for former slaves after the war? 

10. Homework
Students will complete the African Americans and Reconstruction graphic organizer. 

11. Evaluation
Students will pretend that they are newspaper editors writing for either a northern, southern or African American newspaper. As editors they must design the front page of their respective paper. Students will create the front page of their newspapers using a word processing program like Microsoft word. Newspaper must contain images and text properly formatted. Newspaper must reflect the bias of the region or group the paper represents.          















Grading Rubric 
African Americans After the Civil War Newspaper Activity 
	CATEGORY 
	4 Exemplary 
	3 Adavanced 
	2 Developing 
	1 Limited 
	Grade and Comments 

	Amount of Information 
	All 4 topics are addressed 
	3 topics are addressed. 
	2 topics are addressed. 
	One or more topics were not addressed. 
	  

	Quality of Information 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic. 
	  

	Mechanics 
	No grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 
	A few grammatical spelling, or punctuation errors. 
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. 
	  

	Presentation 
	Project is very creative and is visually pleasing. Project looks complete and professional. 
	Project is mostly creative and visually pleasing. Project looks mostly complete and professional, may be a few obvious flaws. 
	Project is sometimes creative and visually pleasing. Project looks incomplete and not very professional, may be a several obvious flaws. 
	Project is not ready for submission. 
	  





Resources 
Document 1.A  
“The Thirteenth Amendment” Our Documents. Web. 21 Nov 2009.     http://www.ourdocuments.gov/document_data/pdf/doc_040.pdf this file is a high resolution scan of the original amendment transcripts of this document may be accessed at http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=40&page=transcript
Document 1.B 
“The Fourteenth Amendment” Our Documents. Web. 21 Nov 2009.     http://www.ourdocuments.gov/document_data/pdf/doc_043.pdf this file is a high resolution scan of the original amendment transcripts of this document may be accessed at http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=43&page=transcript
Document 1.C 
“The Fifteenth Amendment” Our Documents. Web. 21 Nov 2009.     http://www.ourdocuments.gov/document_data/pdf/doc_044.pdf this file is a high resolution scan of the original amendment transcripts of this document may be accessed at http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=44&page=transcript
Document 1.D
“Written Document Analysis Worksheet” National Archives and Records Administration. Web. 21 Nov 2009. http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf
Document 1.E 
“Emancipation” Library of Congress. Web. 21 Nov 2009.   http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/odyssey/archive/05/0509001r.jpg
Document 1. F
“Sharecropping contract January 9, 1866” Freedman’s Bureau Online. Web. 22 Nov 2009   http://www.freedmensbureau.com/georgia/contracts/georgiacontract.htm
Document 1.G 
Paul D. Escott, David R. Goldfield, Sally G. McMillen, and Elizabeth Hayes Turner, eds., Major Problems in the History of the American South; Volume II: The New South (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1999), 60.
Document 1.H 
Elizabeth Cobbs Hoffman and John Gjerde, eds., Major Problems in American History; Volume I:To 1877 (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2002) 456.
Document 1.I 
"The First Vote." Library of Congress. Web. 23 Nov 2009.  http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/odyssey/archive/05/0521001r.jpg
Document 1.J
“Photo Document Analysis Worksheet” National Archives and Records Administration. Web. 23 Nov 2009.  
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet.pdf
Document 1.K
Painter, Nell Irvin. Exodusters: Black Migration to Kansas after Reconstruction. (New York and 
London: W.W. Norton & Company, 1992), 97. 
Document 1.L 
“Oral history interview with Warren McKinney” Federal Writer's Project, United States Work Projects Administration (USWPA); Manuscript Division. Library of Congress. Web. 24 Nov 2009  
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/mesnbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(mesn/025/032027
Document 1.M 
“Klux Outrages” The African-American Experience in Ohio. Web. 23 Nov 2009.    http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/page1.cfm?ItemID=14655
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